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The Importance of Ketamine to the Veterinary Profession in Jamaica 

The Jamaica Veterinary Medical Association would like to add its voice to the worldwide movement of veterinary and human 

medical organizations speaking out against the proposed rescheduling of the anesthetic drug ketamine. 

 

Ketamine is the most commonly used and most practical anesthetic for veterinarians working in Jamaica. Without it, it would 

be impossible for the majority of practitioners to function, with the drug being the only one available for procedures ranging 
from simple restraint to surgeries. 

 

Ketamine: 

 Is inexpensive, keeping the cost of anesthesia within reach of the average Jamaican animal owner 

 Is reasonably safe 

 May be used in combination with other drugs (acepromazine, diazepam, xylazine) with quick recovery 

 Widely used by practitioners who have no access to gas anesthesia 

 

There are no viable alternatives for use in companion animals: 

 Propofol is vastly more expensive, too short acting and has no shelf life once opened 

 Thiopental is often unavailable, expensive, is very short acting and is unsafe in field procedures due to the risk of 

barbiturate apnea. 

 Gas anesthesia is not available for the majority of veterinarians 

 

There are NO alternatives for equine practitioners. 

 

There is only one ketamine brand currently registered AND available in Jamaica – a generic Ketamine Hydrochloride manu-

factured by Rotex Medica of Germany -  which is a 50 mg/ml human formulation used by both human and veterinary medical 

practitioners. This follows the discontinuation of the manufacture of the other registered product Calypsol® (Gedeon Richter, 

Hungary) which was previously available. 

 

To illustrate the effect that changes in Ketamine availability would have on our profession in Jamaica we need only look to 
the recent incident. In July 2015, when Calypsol was no longer available, the Rotex Medica brand went out of stock with the 

local distributor. New stock was on order, but there was no indication of when it would arrive in the island. This sent the vet-

erinary community virtually into panic mode with some practitioners running out of supplies.  It was approximately two (2) 

months before the new stock arrived, just in the nick of time. Had it not arrived, the ability of veterinary practitioners to func-

tion would have been seriously compromised, precipitating an animal welfare crisis (inability to treat conditions in the field 

that require at least basic anesthesia) along with a degradation of the ability of practitioners to earn. 

 

In Jamaica, based on our consultations with human medical colleagues in psychiatry, anesthesiology and the National Council 

on Drug Abuse, there is no indication of any significant ketamine abuse by humans at this time. 

 

It is ESSENTIAL that ketamine remain accessible to the average veterinarian in the field whether in a developing or devel-

oped country. The Jamaica Veterinary Medical Association is and will remain totally opposed to any changes to the classifica-

tion of ketamine that will reduce or restrict its availability to legitimate practitioners and unequivocally supports the efforts of 

the World Veterinary Association. 


